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Me.  Chaibman  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  again  my  duty  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1895. 

The  Mortality  from  all  causes  during  the  year,  exclusive 
of  the  204  deaths  of  inmates  of  the  Durham  County  Lunatic 
Asylum,  amounts  to  374,  of  whom  197  were  males  and  177 
females. 

The  Registered  Births  during  the  same  period  amount 
to  738  of  whom  378  were  males  and  360  females. 

The  Vital  Statistics  are  estimated  upon  a  reduced 
population,  now  amouting  to  18,223,  in  consequence  of  the 
incorporation  of  Low  Spennymoor  with  the  Spennymoor  Urban 
Sanitary  District. 

The  Rate  of  Mortality  is  20.5  per  thousand,  whilst 
The  Birth  Rate  is  40.0  per  thousand,  the  proportion  approxi¬ 
mating  closely  with  that  of  former  years. 
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The  Infant  Mortality  is  still  excessive  147  deaths 
having  occurred  within  the  first  year,  the  death  rate  being  191 
per  thousand  births.  This  great  mortality  is  due  to  the  following 
causes,  viz. : — Premature  Birth  19,  difficult  and  protracted  labour 
31,  Convulsions,  Meningitis,  &c.,  29,  Gastric  and  Intestinal 
derangements  19,  Marasmus  20,  Diseases  of  the  .Respiratory 
Organs  21,  Zymotic  Diseases  6,  Accidental  Death  1  and  Natural 
Causes  1. 

Longevity.  Forty-nine  persons  attained  the  age  of  70 
years  and  upwards,  or  2.6  per  thousand,  of  whom  33  were 
septuagenarians,  14  octogenarians  and  2  nonagenarians. 

The  Zymotic  Class  of  Diseases  has  been  generally 
prevalent  during  the  year,  and  52  deaths  are  attributed  to  these 
causes,  or  2.3  per  thousand. 

The  Number  Of  Notifications  received  during  the 
year  amount  to  219,  including  Scarlatina  118,  Diphtheria  8, 
Membranous  Croup  1,  Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever  30,  Continued 
Fever  20,  Puerperal  Fever  4,  Erysipelas  38,  whilst  12  cases 
terminated  fatally,  G  resulting  from  Scarlet  Fever,  4  from 
Typhoid  Fever,  1  from  Puerperal  Fever,  and  1  from  Erysipelas. 
Three  deaths  were  also  registered  as  having  resulted  from 
Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever  and  1  from  Erysipelas  at  the  County 
Asylum. 

Of  the  Zymotic  diseases  not  included  in  the  Schedule  of  the 
Notification  Act,  two  deaths  resulted  from  Measles,  ten  from 
Whooping  Cough,  sixteen  from  Diarrhoea  and  ten  from  Influenza. 

About  172  visits  were  made,  instructions  given,  disinfectants 
supplied  and  the  usual  measures  taken  for  the  removal  of  insani¬ 
tary  conditions. 

Scarlatina  of  a  mild  type  occurred  sporadically  throughout 
the  year.  At  the  Trimdon  Collieries,  West  Cornforth,  Metal 
Bridge  and  at  Fishburn,  it  assumed  an  epidemic  form,  which 
rendered  it  necessary  to  close  the  schools  at  the  two  latter  places. 
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Diphtheria  has  been  less  prevalent  and  of  a  mild  type. 
Of  the  eight  cases  notified  all  of  which  occurred  at  West 
Cornforth  and  Metal  Bridge  no  death  resulted. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  of  the  30  cases  notified,  13 
occurred  at  the  Trimdon  Collieries,  11  at  Cornforth,  5  at 
Ferryhill  and  1  at  the  Low  Swainston  Farm. 

This  disease  was  imported  into  Trimdon  Colliery  Village 
about  the  14th  September,  1893,  and  has  continued  almost 
without  intermission  to  the  present  time  and  which  can  only  be 
attributed  to  the  small  incommodious  and  overcrowded  dwellings, 
the  whole  family  in  many  instances  occupying  a  single  room, 
rendering  isolation  impossible  and  to  the  insanitary  surroundings. 
The  water  supply  which  is  obtained  from  the  Trimdon  Grange 
Colliery,  has  been  subjected  to  Analysis  and  found  to  be  whole¬ 
some. 

In  the  Cornforth  and  Ferryhill  Divisions,  the  cases  occurred 
sporadically,  several  cases  were  found  to  have  been  imported  and 
disseminated  by  want  of  care  in  the  disposal  of  the  excreta  and 
by  the  prevailing  insanitary  conditions.  The  case  at  Low 
Swainston  was  imported  from  Haswell,  where  the  disease 
prevailed. 

Continued  Fever.  Of  the  20  cases  notified,  15  occurred 
at  Trimdon  Colliery,  1  at  Trimdon  Grange,  2  at  Cornforth,  and 
2  at  Sedgefield,  from  which  no  death  resulted.  The  first  case  at 
Sedgefield  was  imported  from  Middlesbro’-on-Tees. 

Measles  prevailed  generally  during  the  early,  and  again  in 
the  latter  months  of  the  year,  the  incidence  of  the  disease  was 
most  marked  at  Bishop  Middleham  and  Fishburn,  where  it  was 
deemed  expedient  to  close  the  schools.  The  mortality  is  con¬ 
siderably  below  the  average,  two  deaths  only  having  resulted. 

Whooping  Cough  was  also  more  or  less  prevalent  during 
the  year,  and  ten  deaths  resulted  from  this  cause  and  its  compli¬ 
cations.  Of  the  ten  deaths,  nine  occurred  in  children  under  five 
years  of  age. 
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Diarrhoea  prevailed  to  an  unusual  extent  during  the 
Summer  and  Autumn  months,  resulting  in  sixteen  deaths,  twelve 
of  which  were  of  children  under  5  years. 

Influenza  assumed  an  epidemical  form  during  the  Spring 
months,  which  declined  as  the  Summer  advanced.  In  the  month 
of  November  it  again  prevailed  in  a  less  marked  degree  and  with 
less  fatal  result.  Ten  deaths  are  assigned  to  this  cause. 

Phthisis  Pulmonalis  is  accountable  for  22  deaths  and 
the  death  rate  1.2  per  thousand,  which  is  below  that  of  former 
years. 

Diseases  of  the  Organs  of  Respiration  have  as  is 
usual  been  a  prolific  cause  of  death,  53  having  succumbed  from 
diseases  of  this  class,  the  death  rate  being  2.9  per  thousand. 

The  General  Sanitation  of  the  District  has  received 
due  attention.  The  Sewerage  Works  of  the  Authority  have  been 
maintained  in  a  state  of  repair  and  the  periodical  flushing  of 
sewers,  the  cleansing  of  subsiding  and  filtering  tanks  and  outlets 
attended  to. 

The  Sewer  extensions  laid  down  during  the  year  amount  to 
1450  yards,  viz.,  in  the  Trimdon  Township,  300  yards  of  12  inch 
sewer,  Sedgefield,  300  yards  of  6  inch  ;  Cornforth,  150  yards  of 
9  inch  ;  and  at  Fishburn,  700  yards  of  9  inch  sewer. 

Nuisances  arising  from  Accumulations  of  House 
Refuse  &c,,  have  occupied  a  considerable  share  of  attention  as 
is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  during  the  year  about  200  statutory 
notices  have  been  served,  whilst  upwards  of  0,000  nuisances  have 
been  abated.  Considerable  difficulty  still  continues  to  exist  in 
connection  with  the  removal  of  house  refuse,  owing  to  its 
possessing  but  little  fertilising  value,  and  the  disinclination  of  the 
occupiers  of  land  to  undertake  its  removal. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Council  have  taken  no  steps  to 
obtain  a  Provisional  Order  to  carry  out  a  system  of  scavenging 
in  the  more  populous  villages  situated  within  the  district  to 
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afford  facilities  for  its  frequent  removal  by  the  “  pail  system,”  on 
premises  where  the  yard  space  is  too  limited  to  admit  of  large 
accumulations  of  decomposing  house  refuse,  without  endangering 
the  health  of  the  inmates. 

It  is  also  a  matter  which  seriously  affects  the  interests  of 
owners,  a  considerable  number  of  whose  houses  must  inevitably 
be  closed  by  the  operation  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act,  1890,  and  I  would  strongly  urge  the  Council  to 
adopt  Part  III.  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  Amendment  Act,  1890, 
which  appears  to  have  been  framed  with  a  view  to  meet  the 
exigencies  referred  to. 

Legal  Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  owners  of  44 
houses  at  Chilton  Lane  to  remedy  structural  defects,  when  an 
order  was  made  but  the  matter  was  delayed  in  consequence  of  a 
notice  to  appeal  against  the  decision,  which  was  ultimately 
abandoned,  and  the  work  is  now  progressing. 

Proceedings  were  also  taken  against  the  owners  of  twelve 
houses  at  West  Eow  Chilton  which  was  successfully  sustained, 
and  a  Closing  Order  made;  the  same  owners  undertaking  to 
remedy  certain  sanitary  defects  in  connection  with  twrenty  houses 
in  Railway  Eow,  Chilton. 

Common  Lodging  Houses  have  been  subjected  to 
close  inspection  and  found  to  be  satisfactory  as  regards  cleanli¬ 
ness  and  ventilation.  The  weekly  average  number  of  lodgers  is 
220. 

The  number  of  vagrants  admitted  to  the  Casual  Ward  of 
the  Workhouse,  during  the  year,  amount  to  4, 348,  against  5,339 
in  1894,  and  4,429  in  1893. 

Cow  Sheds  and  Dairies  have  been  inspected  from 
time  to  time  and  found  to  be  maintained  in  a  satisfactory 
condition.  The  water  supply  which  is  mainly  derived  from  wells 
a  source  at  all  times  liable  to  contamination,  has  in  two  instances 
been  found  to  be  polluted  and  new  wells  have  been  sunk,  whilst 
three  registered  premises  have  undergone  reconstruction. 
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There  are  now  115  persons  upon  the  register. 

The  Water  Supply  of  the  District  has  been  duly 
attended  to  and  all  pumps  belonging  to  the  Sanitary  Authority 
maintained  in  good  working  order.  The  water  supply  for  Old 
Trimdon  Village  referred  to  in  my  last  Eeport  hav#  been 
completed. 

Building  Operations  during  the  year  include  13  new 
houses  erected  in  the  Trimdon  Township,  6  at  Cornforth,  and  3 
in  course  of  reconstruction  at  Sedgefield,  all  of  which  are  brick 
built,  consisting  of  four  rooms,  with  self-contained  yards  laid 
with  cement,  provided  with  suitable  conveniences  and  with 
trapped  drains  connected  with  the  sewers  of  this  Authority. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  again  expressing  my  grateful 
acknowledgements  of  the  courtesy  I  have  uniformly  received  and 
the  assistance  rendered  by  the  Medical  men  practicing  within 
the  District  and  also  to  Mr.  Snowdon,  your  Surveyor  and 
Inspector  of  Nuisances,  &c.,  for  his  prompt  attention  and  the 
valuable  aid  he  has  rendered  on  all  occasions. 


I  am ,  Mr.  Chairman ,  and  Gentlemen , 


Your  obedient  servant , 

t 

G.  R.  SHERATON, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Sedgefield ,  January  20th  1896. 


George  M.  Watt,  Printer,  Durham. 


Explosion  of  “  fire  damp  ”  at  Trimdon  Grange  Colliery,  68  killed. 
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